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APS NEWS 

                  

          

 

November has been another busy month. At APSS, the school year drew to a close with some fantastic UPSR 

results, which put us amongst the top three highest performing schools in the district! Well done to all our amazing 

students and thank you to all our teachers and parents for your dedication and support. Over at APIS, November 

has also been full of fun, festivities and some serious learning with mock exams. We are also really excited to 

launch our pilot ‘Class Dojo’ app, which we hope will do wonders to improve engagement and communications 

between parents, teachers and students. As we enter the final weeks of term, there are still many upcoming 

events: hope to see you at the APIS Parent-Teacher meeting on Thursday 10 December. 

 

To members of our APS community who will be celebrating, we wish you a very Merry Christmas! Happy Holidays 

to all and we look forward to welcoming you back rested and refreshed to take on the challenges of the New Year. 

APSS Orientation Day: Wednesday 30 December 2015           APSS Starts: Monday 4 January 2016 

APIS Orientation Day: Monday 4 January 2016                         APIS Starts: Tuesday 5 January 2016 
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APIS Deepavali Celebrations 2015 
This year’s Deepavali was as colourful as ever. Our beautiful Rangoli took pride of place in the Main Lobby for 

everybody to admire and our Pre-school created a beautiful display in the office. It was lovely to watch this wonderful 

piece of art evolve over the week by Ms Joanne’s Art students, with the help of other teachers, students and even 

parents. The celebrations continued on the Friday with everyone dressing up in traditional clothes and bringing in local 

delights for us all to share. Our Friday assembly showcased dances from our students: Sarah, Yutika, Anisha, Hareesha, 

Nicholas, Suhail and Thilagan, and medals were given out by Mr Neil to our U15 Football team for their recent triumph in 

the JKSL tournament. Thank you and well done to everybody who made this year’s Deepavali full of brightness and light! 
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Sri KL International Under 16 Football Tournament 
 

On 7 November, our APSS football team participated in the Sri KL International Football Tournament. We are pleased to 

announce that we managed to clinch 2nd place.  

Well done boys on a fantastic achievement! 

Match Results: 

APSS 0-2 Sri KL 

APSS 2-1 Kelab Remaja Shah Alam 

APSS 2-0 Sri Cahaya Shah Alam 

Overall Results: 

1st Place = Sri KL International School 

2nd Place = APSS 

3rd Place = Kelab Remaja Shah Alam 

4rd Place = Sri Cahaya Shah Alam 
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APSS Health and Science Event 
On 17- 18 November, APSS organised a Health and Science Day. The highlight was a Blood Drive, which saw many 

teachers generously coming forward to donate. Many health-related talks and activities took place, including energetic 

body combat sessions! Dr Kartik from the Ministry of Health also visited the school to talk to students about the 

importance of making healthy lifestyle choices. The event ended with an exciting Scavenger hunt. 
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APIS Football Tournament 
APIS took part in their first football tournament at ISKL (Ampang). Our U13 and U15 boys played well on the Friday and 

although they lost both games, the students represented the school brilliantly and their team spirit was fantastic. 

Following this, the U15 played another tournament at JSKL on the Saturday and won Silver- a fantastic result! 

Well done boys and thank you to everyone who helped coordinate this tournament! 
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Last year, many APIS students from Primary and Secondary had taken part in a Poster competition organised by the 

French Embassy, in conjunction with the Convention on Climate Change, hosted by France (COP 21). 

Last month, the prize presentation was held at the Alliance Française. We are proud to announce that Vengyi, Ashlynn 

and Joanne (who is now studying in the UK) won the best poster ‘Grand Format’. Monsieur Galland from the French 

Embassy presented the prizes, together with a representative from the Malaysian Ministry of Education. 

With over 342 posters submitted, 16 were selected for the exhibition. Please go and enjoy our students’ work at the 

Alliance Française, in Lorong Gurney, where you will see the winning entries by Vengyi, Ashlynn and Joanne, as well as 

posters by Marsha Farissa Bt Ahmad Yusmadi and Srinedhini Selveswaran (Y10B). APIS is the only international school 

represented. 

Good job and well done to everybody involved, especially the French teachers: Ms Aline and Ms Raymonde! 
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Mini Olympics 2015 
Two students recently competed in the Selangor Mini Olympics 2015 for U10 Gymnastics. We would like to 

congratulate APSS student Adeena Hana Bt Fairuz Helmi (P3 Earth) and APIS student Nadra Binti Khamil (Y4Beta), who 

both won Gold. Fantastic achievements and well done to you both! This is another great example of how hard work, focus 

and determination will lead to great things... 
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UNITAR Development Programme 
 

 

Enhancing the quality of teaching and learning lies at the core of any school. APS has launched a comprehensive 

professional development programme with UNITAR International University, enabling teachers to upgrade their skills and 

qualifications with either a Postgraduate Diploma in Education (PGDE) or a Masters in Educational Leadership (M.Ed.). 

The pioneer cohort of 15 PGDE and 7 M.Ed. students recently attended their first session at UNITAR’s campus. We wish 

them the very best in their further studies- they are living proof of the importance of lifelong learning. 
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APIS Year 5 Students visit to an Organic Farm 
 

 

GK was founded in 1994, and has been growing organic vegetables and fruits, using their homemade compost and 

fertilizers. 

This was a great opportunity for students to explore how food is grown and to understand where their food comes 

from. The students were able to experience the natural world in a new way and make a vital connection between the 

social, ecological, and economic importance of agriculture in their lives.   

This trip was also in line with the current Science topic: Plants. 
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APSS UPSR Results day 
 

The end of the APSS academic year was celebrated with some outstanding UPSR results from our P6 students. A quarter 

of our students achieved an amazing perfect score of five straight As! Well done on this excellent feat! Another 40% 

scored a minimum of at least three or four As. Our impressive results place us among the top three performing schools in 

the Petaling Utama district. We are hoping for another great set of results from our S5 SPM students. 

 

Congratulations again to all our incredible students and thank you to all the teachers and parents for their dedication and 

support! 
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Launch of Primary Class Dojo 
 

                 ClassDojo is a classroom tool that helps teachers monitor behaviour in their classrooms quickly and easily. ClassDojo            

makes it easy to engage parents in their child’s classroom performance, by allowing teachers to provide them with data from the 

classroom-with just one click! 

 

     
                       

 

                      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We have already had a great response from parents registering with the app and engaging with their child’s classroom. 

Please check out our new ClassDojo notice board in the APIS lobby where class point totals are displayed. 
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Meet the Teachers 
 

        Mr Yoga    
 

 What do you teach?  

               Physical Education Teacher & Sport Curriculum Leader                                                                                                                                                   

 How long have you worked at APSS?  

              Since July 2011 (4 years 4 months) 

 Where did you work before?  

              Standard Chartered Bank (Online Banking Department) 

 What’s your educational background?  

 

Bachelor of Science in Mathematics Finance                                                                                                                                   

(University Malaysia Terengganu) and I am currently pursuing                                                                                                                                             

in Masters of Education in Physical Education                                                                                                                                                 

(University Malaya) 

 

 What do you enjoy the most about your job?  

 

I love Sports. Therefore, this portfolio is my favourite task. 

 

 What do you love most about living in Malaysia? 

 

Food & Multiracial people 

  

 What’s your favourite food?  

              Banana Leaf Meals                                                                                                                  

 What’s your favourite hobby?  

               Playing football  

 Do you have any special talents?  

               I’m a team leader who can handle any task given to me. 

   

                                                                                 

 

 

Thank you Mr Yoga 

We will ask you soon for your Banana 

leaf recommendations!  
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Meet the Teachers 

        Ms Hayley    
 What is your role at APS?  

Head of Primary at APIS 

 

 How long have you worked at APSS?                                                                                                                                                               

I joined at the beginning of November 

 

 Where did you work before? I worked for the last 6 years at                                                                                                                           

a school in Bristol in the South West of England. The School had                                                                                                         

approximately 800 students from a really wide variety of                                                                                                                  

backgrounds, and about 60% of them had English as a second                                                                                                                          

language. I looked after the Primary/Secondary transfer, and                                                                                                                            

worked with around 10 local primary schools. I worked closely                                                                                                                      

with them to make sure students were prepared 

for their transfer to Secondary School. I would also advise                                                                                                                                       

schools on the best way of delivering Geography and History, and                                                                                                                             

how to ensure their highest ability students were challenged! 

I am also a History and English Literature Teacher.     

 

 What’s your educational background? I did my BA in English Literature and History at Sheffield University and graduated in 

2004. I then spent some time Teaching English as a Foreign Language before completing my Postgraduate Certificate in Education 

at the University of Bristol in 2007. 

  

 What do you enjoy the most about your job? I think the greatest privilege of my job is that I get to work with some amazing, 

funny, talented and creative students every day. I really enjoy seeing children grow and change, and become ready for the big 

wide world.  

 

 What do you most enjoy living in Malaysia? I have only been in Malaysia for about 3 weeks so I have not experienced much of 

the country yet. I love that Malaysia is home to so many different cultures and people, and that the country celebrates all of them. 

I really enjoyed Deepavali, and I am looking forward to learning about all your other festivals. I have not been here too long yet 

though, so I should admit that my favourite   thing has to be the wide variety of food! Totally delicious!  

 

 What is your favourite food? I love Indian food – especially chicken tikka. 

 

 What’s your favourite hobby? I love to travel and to sightsee. I find local history and different cultures amazing, and really enjoy 

learning about new countries. I also love to read books, and enjoy swimming!  

 

 Do you have any special talents? I am not sure about special talents… I wish I was more creative! I once won a trophy for show 

jumping, but that was a very long time ago!  

  

                                                                                   

 

 Thank you Ms Hayley and welcome to 

APIS! 
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Useful contacts for Asia Pacific Schools (APS) 
 

 Telephone number (+603) 7847 1000  

 Fax number (+603) 7847 1001  

 Website  

                     www.apss.edu.my for Smart school enquires  

                     www.apis.edu.my for International school enquires   

 Official Facebook pages are…   

                     APIS - Asia Pacific International School (Malaysia)  

                     APSS - Asia Pacific Smart School (Malaysia)  

                     Asia Pacific Schools  

 Twitter 

        APS_MALAYSIA 

 Tumblr 

        Principalsmessagesapis2015 

 ClassDojo 

                      For primary only up to Y5, all parents are given their own unique login details.    

 

Please email me with details of any events or activities you have organised  samanthacalcott@apschools.edu.my or if 

you have your own pictures you have taken in school.  

 I am also available to visit classrooms and take photos if you wish. 

I look forward to hearing from you. 

Ms Sam. 
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